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Don’t Call Me Special explores, questions and concerns about physical disabilities in a simple and reassuring way.  It explains how everyone is special and unique in his or her own way.  Even though everyone is different we all learn and grow the same way. 
	Number
	Question
	Yes
	No 
	Not Applicable

	1
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on appearance, clothing or apparel in the book? 
	X
	
	

	2
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on gender roles or dialogue in the book? 
	X
	
	

	3
	Are the characters within the story free of stereotypical roles to any of the different racial groups: 

-African Americans 

-Elderly

-Asian American 

-American Indian

-Latin

-Caucasian

-LGBTQIAA  

-Disabled
	YES ALL GROUPS


	
	

	4
	Is the author qualified to write this book based on the description of the author in the book? 
	X
	
	

	5
	Is the illustrator qualified to draw the illustrations for this book?
	X
	
	

	6
	Are the families in this book free of being portrayed in way that has stereotypical implications placed on them? 
	
	
	X

	7
	Is there a moral to the story? 
	X
	
	

	8
	Is the book age appropriate based on the word choice, pictures and content? 
	
	
	X

	9
	Are other languages used or taught in this book? 
	
	X
	

	10
	Is the story historically accurate?

Modern Day

Historical 
	
	
	X

	11
	Does the setting accurately display the present or the past? 
	X
	
	


Comments:  I would strongly recommend using this book.  At the end of the book there are several different lessons and activities you could do with it, other books they recommend to read during the unit as well as contacts if you wish to have guest speakers come in.  

Understanding Sam by Clarabelle Van Niekerk and Liezl Venter 

Illustrator: Clarabelle Van Niekerk 

Skeezel Press 2006

ISBN: 978-0-9747217-1-2

Understanding Sam is a heartwarming story that tells the challenges of living with Asperger Syndrome, a form of autism. This firsthand view of the life of an undiagnosed child presents behaviors and characteristics that are common among children with this disorder. 
	Number
	Question
	Yes
	No 
	Not Applicable

	1
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on appearance, clothing or apparel in the book? 
	X
	
	

	2
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on gender roles or dialogue in the book? 
	X – not many other characters have roles in the book 
	
	

	3
	Are the characters within the story free of stereotypical roles to any of the different racial groups: 

-African Americans 

-Elderly

-Asian American 

-American Indian

-Latin

-Caucasian

-LGBTQIAA  

-Disabled
	X – YES ALL

	
	

	4
	Is the author qualified to write this book based on the description of the author in the book? 
	X
	
	

	5
	Is the illustrator qualified to draw the illustrations for this book?
	X
	
	

	6
	Are the families in this book free of being portrayed in way that has stereotypical implications placed on them? 
	
	X – typical family: mom, dad, brother, sister and dog 
	

	7
	Is there a moral to the story? 
	
	X
	

	8
	Is the book age appropriate based on the word choice, pictures and content? 
	
	
	X

	9
	Are other languages used or taught in this book? 
	
	X
	

	10
	Is the story historically accurate?

Modern Day

Historical 
	X – ACCURATE INFORMATION ON ASPERGERS
	
	

	11
	Does the setting accurately display the present or the past? 
	X
	
	


Comments:  Overall this was a really good book.  However, the only purpose it serves is to teach about Aspergers.

Howie Helps Himself by Joan Fassler

Illustrator: Joe Lasker

Albert Whitman and Company 1975 

ISBN: 0-8075-3422-6

Though Howie enjoys life with his family and attends school,  Howie, a child with cerebral palsy, wants more than anything else to be able to move his wheelchair by himself.
	Number
	Question
	Yes
	No 
	Not Applicable

	1
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on appearance, clothing or apparel in the book? 
	X
	
	

	2
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on gender roles or dialogue in the book? 
	X
	
	

	3
	Are the characters within the story free of stereotypical roles to any of the different racial groups: 

-African Americans 

-Elderly

-Asian American 

-American Indian

-Latin

-Caucasian

-LGBTQIAA  

-Disabled
	X


	
	

	4
	Is the author qualified to write this book based on the description of the author in the book? 
	X
	
	

	5
	Is the illustrator qualified to draw the illustrations for this book?
	X
	
	

	6
	Are the families in this book free of being portrayed in way that has stereotypical implications placed on them? 
	X


	
	

	7
	Is there a moral to the story? 
	X
	
	

	8
	Is the book age appropriate based on the word choice, pictures and content? 
	
	
	X

	9
	Are other languages used or taught in this book? 
	
	X
	

	10
	Is the story historically accurate?

Modern Day

Historical 
	X
	
	

	11
	Does the setting accurately display the present or the past? 
	X
	
	


Comments:  This is a book I will definitely use in my classroom.  This is a great book!! 

For Every Child by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Caroline Castle

Phyllis Fogelman Books 1989

ISBN: 0-8037-2650-3

In 1959 the ten principles, which make up the Universal Rights of the Child were published. From the right to a name and a nationality and protection for handicapped children to the right of education and play, each of those principles is interpreted and can be understood by every child.
	Number
	Question
	Yes
	No 
	Not Applicable

	1
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on appearance, clothing or apparel in the book? 
	X
	
	

	2
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on gender roles or dialogue in the book? 
	X
	
	

	3
	Are the characters within the story free of stereotypical roles to any of the different racial groups: 

-African Americans 

-Elderly

-Asian American 

-American Indian

-Latin

-Caucasian

-LGBTQIAA  

-Disabled
	X


	
	

	4
	Is the author qualified to write this book based on the description of the author in the book? 
	X
	
	

	5
	Is the illustrator qualified to draw the illustrations for this book?
	X
	
	

	6
	Are the families in this book free of being portrayed in way that has stereotypical implications placed on them? 
	X


	
	

	7
	Is there a moral to the story? 
	X
	
	

	8
	Is the book age appropriate based on the word choice, pictures and content? 
	
	
	X

	9
	Are other languages used or taught in this book? 
	
	X
	

	10
	Is the story historically accurate?

Modern Day

Historical 
	X
	
	

	11
	Does the setting accurately display the present or the past? 
	X
	
	


Comments:  This is a great book and I think is a very important one to read to the class. 

Odd Boy Out by Don Brown

Houghton Mifflin Company 2004

ISBN: 0-618-49298-4 

When he was born, Albert was a peculiar, fat baby with an unusually big and misshaped head. When he was older, he hit his sister, bothered his teachers, and didn’t have many friends. But in the midst of all of this, Albert was fascinated with solving puzzles and fixing scientific problems. The ideas Albert Einstein came up with during his childhood as an odd boy out were destined to change the way we know and understand the world around us. 
	Number
	Question
	Yes
	No 
	Not Applicable

	1
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on appearance, clothing or apparel in the book? 
	X
	
	

	2
	Is the book free of stereotyping based on gender roles or dialogue in the book? 
	
	X
	

	3
	Are the characters within the story free of stereotypical roles to any of the different racial groups: 

-African Americans 

-Elderly

-Asian American 

-American Indian

-Latin

-Caucasian

-LGBTQIAA  

-Disabled
	X


	
	

	4
	Is the author qualified to write this book based on the description of the author in the book? 
	X
	
	

	5
	Is the illustrator qualified to draw the illustrations for this book?
	X
	
	

	6
	Are the families in this book free of being portrayed in way that has stereotypical implications placed on them? 
	X


	
	

	7
	Is there a moral to the story? 
	X
	
	

	8
	Is the book age appropriate based on the word choice, pictures and content? 
	
	
	X

	9
	Are other languages used or taught in this book? 
	
	X
	

	10
	Is the story historically accurate?

Modern Day

Historical 
	X
	
	

	11
	Does the setting accurately display the present or the past? 
	X
	
	


Comments:  Overall this is a really good book.  The only problem I noticed was that there are a few of stereotypes based on gender.  For example boys are the only ones playing sports in the book.  I would also recommend using this book to teach the concept that you can do anything you want to do, but not teaching about Albert Einstein and his accomplishments. 
