Children Literature Book Review

Title: Heaven is for Real for kids

Author: Colton Burpo

Illustrator: Wilson Ong

ISBN #: 978-0849946158
Copyright date: 2011

Summary: During an emergency operation at three years old, Colton Burpo had an experience that few people have in this life: he was able to see Jesus and visit heaven. As he began to share with his parents, they were certain he could not know such biblically accurate details about heaven without having witnessed them firsthand. Colton shares his experience with children so they can have the comfort, joy, and wonder of knowing that heaven is indeed for real and that Jesus really, really loves them.

	
	Book Criteria Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes

	1
	Is it age appropriate?
	X
	
	
	4-8 year olds

	2
	Is the book free of race-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Asian-American

· African-American

· Latino/a

· Native American/American Indian

· LGBTQIAA
	X
	
	
	They include all mixed races

	3
	Is the book historically accurate?

· Historical

· Contemporary 
	X
	
	
	The book talks briefly about Jesus and heaven, but it all accurate

	4
	Does the book avoid setting up cultural conflicts with different group?

(Example: white is good, black is bad)
	
	
	X
	This doesn’t associate with this book

	5
	Does the book accurately depict the specific culture being showed?

(The beliefs/the ideals)
	X
	
	
	Christianity 

	6
	Are the author and illustrator qualified to write and illustrate the book?

· Personal experiences

· Professional experiences 
	X
	
	
	Author is a pastor at a church

	7
	Is the language used culturally appropriate?
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Does the book have a positive message/moral?

· Empowering

· Positive-self image
	X
	
	
	

	9
	Is the book free of showing gender-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Male

· Female
	X
	
	
	

	10
	Does the book avoid tokenism (looking the same)

· Height

· Weight

· Facial
	X
	
	
	Various throughout the book


Would you use this book? YES
I would definitely use this book. It is told in a child’s perspective, which makes this story great for young children. It doesn’t go in depth about heaven, but gives a brief introduction of what it is like. It isn’t complicated to understand and it is a great book to help children understand heaven.
Title: Field of Peace

Author: Joyce Meyer

Illustrator: Mary Sullivan

ISBN #: 978-0-310-72318-9
Copyright date: 2012

Summary: The baseball championship at Everyday Zoo is underway, but star pitcher, the giraffe, isn’t exactly on his game. He feels terrible about something he did. He must fix things, make everything okay with a friend again, and find the peace that comes from doing right before God.

	
	Book Criteria Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes

	1
	Is it age appropriate?
	X
	
	
	4-7 years old

	2
	Is the book free of race-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Asian-American

· African-American

· Latino/a

· Native American/American Indian

· LGBTQIAA
	
	
	X
	Animal based

	3
	Is the book historically accurate?

· Historical

· Contemporary 
	X
	
	
	

	4
	Does the book avoid setting up cultural conflicts with different group?

(Example: white is good, black is bad)
	X
	
	
	

	5
	Does the book accurately depict the specific culture being showed?

(The beliefs/the ideals)
	X
	
	
	

	6
	Are the author and illustrator qualified to write and illustrate the book?

· Personal experiences

· Professional experiences 
	X
	
	
	

	7
	Is the language used culturally appropriate?
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Does the book have a positive message/moral?

· Empowering

· Positive-self image
	X
	
	
	Finding peace in our lives by making decisions that please God

	9
	Is the book free of showing gender-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Male

· Female
	X
	
	
	Animals (mixture of boys and girls)

	10
	Does the book avoid tokenism (looking the same)

· Height

· Weight

· Facial
	X
	
	
	


Would you use this book?

Even though the book checks off all “yes”, the book really isn’t religious based. It talks briefly about finding peace in our lives by making decisions that please God, but really just focuses on playing baseball. It’s a book based on animals and I personally couldn’t connect with the book. It had a good moral, but students’ wouldn’t get much out of it.
Title: Jesus Loves Me

Author: Tim Warners

Illustrator: Tim Warners

ISBN #: 978-1-4169-0065-8

Copyright date: 2006

Summary: It is a short book that is about reassuring to someone that Jesus loves him or her. It is a book about a bear family and that a little bear talks about Jesus by referring to the bible. 

	
	Book Criteria Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes

	1
	Is it age appropriate?
	X
	
	
	2-5 years old

	2
	Is the book free of race-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Asian-American

· African-American

· Latino/a

· Native American/American Indian

· LGBTQIAA
	X
	
	
	

	3
	Is the book historically accurate?

· Historical

· Contemporary 
	X
	
	
	

	4
	Does the book avoid setting up cultural conflicts with different group?

(Example: white is good, black is bad)
	
	
	X
	

	5
	Does the book accurately depict the specific culture being showed?

(The beliefs/the ideals)
	X
	
	
	Christianity

	6
	Are the author and illustrator qualified to write and illustrate the book?

· Personal experiences

· Professional experiences 
	X
	
	
	Religious background

	7
	Is the language used culturally appropriate?
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Does the book have a positive message/moral?

· Empowering

· Positive-self image
	X
	
	
	God loves everyone

	9
	Is the book free of showing gender-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Male

· Female
	X
	
	
	Animals- different sizes of bears

	10
	Does the book avoid tokenism (looking the same)

· Height

· Weight

· Facial
	X
	
	
	


Would you use this book? NO
I would use this book for my own children, but wouldn’t in the classroom. It is age appropriate by the way it is written, but I wouldn’t put this type of book on my bookshelf in my classroom. It does though have a good moral, which is, God loves everyone. They use animals to get the point across, but it is way to easy of a book for my students’ to read. 
Title: At Your Baptism

Author: Carrie Steenwyk and John D. Witvliet

Illustrator: Linda Saport

ISBN #: 978-0-8028-5381-3

Copyright date: 2011

Summary:
Through the sacrament of baptism, God shows his love — the same love that claims us for his family that sent Christ into the world to die for us; the same love that we show to one another. Using simple, clear text adapted from the French Reformed Church liturgy and paired with vibrant illustrations and straightforward explanations on every page, At Your Baptism provides the perfect way to show young children how baptism is a sign of God's love and promises.
	
	Book Criteria Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes

	1
	Is it age appropriate?
	X
	
	
	2 years old

	2
	Is the book free of race-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Asian-American

· African-American

· Latino/a

· Native American/American Indian

· LGBTQIAA
	X
	
	
	Mixture of all

	3
	Is the book historically accurate?

· Historical

· Contemporary 
	X
	
	
	Baptism

	4
	Does the book avoid setting up cultural conflicts with different group?

(Example: white is good, black is bad)
	X
	
	
	

	5
	Does the book accurately depict the specific culture being showed?

(The beliefs/the ideals)
	X
	
	
	

	6
	Are the author and illustrator qualified to write and illustrate the book?

· Personal experiences

· Professional experiences 
	X
	
	
	Both are part of a Christian worship group (director and manager of it)

	7
	Is the language used culturally appropriate?
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Does the book have a positive message/moral?

· Empowering

· Positive-self image
	X
	
	
	Baptism provides the perfect way to show young children how baptism is a sign of God's love and promises.

	9
	Is the book free of showing gender-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Male

· Female
	X
	
	
	

	10
	Does the book avoid tokenism (looking the same)

· Height

· Weight

· Facial
	X
	
	
	


Would you use this book? YES

I liked the book because it talked about baptism in a simple way for a child to understand. It had zero stereotypes and the pictures avoided tokenism. Since so many children get baptized, it a great introductory to what baptism is all about. It has accurate information and I would definitely put this type of book on my bookshelf.  
Title: Noah’s Ark

Author: Susan Collins Thoms

Illustrator: Noako Stoop

ISBN #: 978-1-4027-8549-8

Copyright date: 2012

Summary: 
One of the most popular and child-friendly Bible stories gets a lush, whimsical, and inviting treatment by artist Naoko Stoop. Stoop painted her jewel-toned illustrations entirely on planks of wood specifically handpicked for their unique character. Her charming pictures capture the sweet spirit of the animals on the ark, as well as Noah's gentle stewardship. This is truly a gorgeous book for parents and children to share--and a favorite they will want to read again and again. 
	
	Book Criteria Questions
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Notes

	1
	Is it age appropriate?
	X
	
	
	2-3 Years old

	2
	Is the book free of race-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Asian-American

· African-American

· Latino/a

· Native American/American Indian

· LGBTQIAA
	X
	
	
	

	3
	Is the book historically accurate?

· Historical

· Contemporary 
	X
	
	
	Bible story

	4
	Does the book avoid setting up cultural conflicts with different group?

(Example: white is good, black is bad)
	X
	
	
	

	5
	Does the book accurately depict the specific culture being showed?

(The beliefs/the ideals)
	X
	
	
	No

	6
	Are the author and illustrator qualified to write and illustrate the book?

· Personal experiences

· Professional experiences 
	
	
	X
	Shows no religious contact 

	7
	Is the language used culturally appropriate?
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Does the book have a positive message/moral?

· Empowering

· Positive-self image
	X
	
	
	

	9
	Is the book free of showing gender-based characters in stereotypical roles?

· Male

· Female
	X
	
	
	

	10
	Does the book avoid tokenism (looking the same)

· Height

· Weight

· Facial
	X
	
	
	


Would you use this book? YES

I liked this book because it was child-friendly. Children are able to understand the bible stories and the pictures captured the sweet spirit of the animals on the ark, as well as Noah. I would use this book because I marked all “Yes’s” and it did a great job avoiding all stereotypes and was culturally appropriate. 
